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  Over the Fence…. 

“FENCE POST” THANKS 

The “Fence Post” would like to thank our wonderful distributors over the last year: 

Narembeen Roadhouse 

Narembeen Post Office 

 Narembeen CRC 

The Hills family 

Narembeen Medical Centre 

Every week, every year, they unselfishly distribute our paper on top of running their own busy 

business. It is a thankless job, but one we rely on enormously and we are very lucky they are very 

willing to do it. So we thank them again as the “Fence Post” wouldn’t survive without their 

commitment to us 
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The Fence Post Inc 

The President’s Annual Report to the AGM 2023 

  

Welcome all to The Fence Post’s AGM 2023! First, I would like to thank all our volunteers past and present! 

Editors who spend many hours, probably too many if you are like me, compiling our paper each week. Gina, 

Lorraine, Kellie, Maxine and Sherrie, many thanks for your hard work in making our paper an enjoyable and 

uplifting read. The guidelines set down by the first editor, Iris Bristow stated the need to maintain a “Good news 

outlook...try to inject some humour into every copy.” I believe that for the most part, this is being achieved. 

Personally, I feel the ‘Over the Fence’ first page sets the tone for the whole paper. It’s nice to see the individuality 

displayed by each editor in this area. Keep up the good work. 

  

Next our Typists and Ads personnel. Sam, Noela, Darien, Rhonda and newbie, Julie. Thank you for taking on this 

role and making it an enjoyable way to spend a few hours on a Tuesday. Are you able to do both these roles? 

Perhaps this would add a few more options for the roster guru, Kellie. Thanks for doing a great job at juggling all 

date requests and putting together a roster four times a year. Sometimes there are no new ads to design and the 

Ads person duties are therefore slim. Could the Typist tasks be shared? Something to think about. 

  

Finally thank you to all fellow Committee Managers: Vice President, Gina; Editor in Chief, Maxine; Secretary, Suzy 

and Roger for helping collect the money; and Treasurer, Lorraine. You are all wonderful at what you do and it 

makes it easier when the load is shared. Thank you also to past volunteers Marj Coverley and Patti Latham who 

resigned early in the year as our distributors. The CRC ladies have picked up the slack in this area which is much 

appreciated. Thank you to all our local Fence Post distributors, the Narembeen Roadhouse, Post Office, CRC, 

Medical Centre and Alison for continuing to deliver to those on the Mail run. 

  

What a year! It was a bit of a bumpy start with computer dramas when a power outage fried two out of three 

computers! Thankfully one remained allowing our computer guru Jason to come to the rescue. Two more battery 

backups were then purchased so all computers are now plugged into these so this doesn't happen again. Later in 

the year there were dramas at the Post Office so changes needed to be made so The Fence Post could then be 

collected by those paying subs from the CRC. Some still tend to forget to do this. Thank you to the CRC for their 

understanding. 

  

Each year the relevance of our paper is discussed. As Gina mentioned in her report last year “we are one of the 

things that helps provide a vital connection for both the community that lives here and for those that previously 

lived here.” She also mentioned the need to “fight to keep what we have here.” Despite the growing popularity of 

social media and even the increase in editions being emailed, I feel the appeal of holding a physical copy in your 

hand and keeping connected, be it mainly with the older generation is still a good enough reason to print editions 

each week. 2023 is the 45th year the Fence Post has run, let’s keep it going for a few more years yet. Thanks:) 

 

Jodie Batty (President 2023) 
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Good afternoon 

My name is Sylvia Yandle nee Lethlean and I started Grade one at Narembeen school in 

1959  finishing Third Year high school in 1968.  Of the 100 years being celebrated today, 

there has been a family member attending Narembeen School in 9 decades of those years, 

in 1923 mum’s sister (Hazel Hilton) was one of the initial enrolments and now 2023 my 

grandson Blair is in pre-primary being the only 4
th
 generation from a 1923 family currently at 

the school.   

During my time at school numbers ranged from 220 to just over 300. In my year One class 

there were 36 students, which remained fairly steady for my seven years in primary school. 

When I look back over the years, it has never ceased to amaze me the number of staff to stu-

dent ratio and how the teachers may have coped.  For instance in 1951 there were 3 teach-

ers for 148 students, an average over 40 with at least 2 or 3 levels in each class in compari-

son to 1998 where ther were 18 teachers for 200 students. I recently had a conversation with 

Miss Oates who came to Narembeen in 1962 to teach grade one, she had been informed 

there would probably be about 30-40 students in the class, however the number crept up to 

50 in the first week.  Numbers for grade one over her three years remained over 40, some 

students I believe testing her to the limits.  

Majority of you (in my era) will remember being taught in the brick room at the southern end 

of the school more commonly known as grade one room, other buildings had been relocated 

(one still remaining to the west) and in 1954 the pre-fab was built, however due to insufficient 

space the masonic lodge was  used for a number of years.  Then in 1961 3 new classrooms 

were built, along with a Headmaster’s office, staff dining room and cloakrooms with what was 

known as a breeze way between the new buildings and pre fab.  It was a definite no no for 

any student to use the breezeway, I’m not sure the reason why but it was certainly feared to 

even think about going thru the breezeway. 

Narembeen became a Junior High School in 1963 with numbers reaching 282 that year. Post 

primary students previously had to travel to Bruce Rock for  home economics and manual 

arts, plus undertook other subjects via correspondence in late 50’s early 60’s which enabled 

them to complete 10years of schooling at Narembeen.  The manual arts and home science 

rooms were built in 1964 and the roles were reversed with teachers travelling from Bruce 

Rock to teach these subjects at Narem. 

Teachers come and go but I am sure many of you have a story to tell of Mrs Burgin, a very 

good but tough teacher.  It would be interesting to know how many wooden rulers may have 

been broken across the back of students legs over the years (majority of the time deserved-

ly), mind you I am aware of others teachers throwing a duster from the front blackboard to 

students at the back of the classroom for misbehaviour.  The cane was also dished out over 

the years and I am sure some even endured more pain once dad found out when he arrived 

home from work.  

Teaching methods have certainly changed but I still have vivid memories of actual learning 

that I quite often refer to today such as  – “fairy e on the end changes a into A”, “drop the e 

and add ing”, “I before E except after C”, “the 100 demons”, and with mathematics  “borrow 

and payback” 

A number of times over the years, the winter rain prevented the buses from running therefore 
bus kids did not have to attend school, as a townie I still had to attend, this was deemed un-
fair but no amount of protesting with parents or teachers could change this ruling. 
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 At least when the buses weren’t running farming families didn’t have the centre eaten out of 

their loaves of bread, sometimes it wasn’t their own family loaf but someone else on the same 

bus route.  I doubt if the culprits would’ve downed the bottled milk when they arrived at school 

after the crates had been sitting in the sun for a couple of hours.  The milk was welcomed 

most of the time but unfortunately the sour milk saga outweighed this practice continuing. 

Athletics played a big part in everyday school life – my first recollection is of faction sports, 

first with 3 factions, red/white and blue, then four red/blue/green/gold, competing against Mt 

Walker students, then to next level at the BRISSA carnival.  Some events have ceased eg 

skipping, high jump, hop step and jump plus others as they were deemed to be unsafe.  I was 

probably least co-ordinated in my family but never suffered a broken leg from a skipping race, 

probably because I’d still be bringing up the rear trying to sort out the rope. In later years with 

the closure of smaller schools we competed against Corrigin/Bruce Rock and Kulin Junior 

High Schools as is the case today. 

The playground landscape has definitely changed  – no more do you see children playing 

around the maypole, on the old steel monkey bars,  hip or brandy, jumping/twisting/turning 

with French skipping, knuckle bones, marbles – competing against your best mate trying to 

win their prized doog, or even going down the salt lake at recess or lunch time to build a cub-

by its more likely you will  see structured games or a screen of some sort on their lap.  But 

that’s life 100 years on. 

A little trivia in closing – I was fortunate to have Mr Seinor as a teacher for 3 years, for our 

year 6 concert he cast Alan and I as father and mother Christmas, was it an omen 60 years 

ago that we would end up together.   
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Dorcas OP Shop had a visit on Monday from the Southwest Getaway Club from Bunbury. 
What a fun day Kerry, Wendy and Marilyn had with this wonderful group of people. 
So glad we opened on a Public holiday. 
The group decided to purchase some Narembeen Hockey uniforms for their show and tell night at the 
Caravan Park. 
Doug Bishop told me they have had two days in Narembeen and are very impressed with our town and 
the facilities at the Caravan Park. 
It is a three week tag a long tour that left down south and travelled via Esperance, Kalgoorlie before 
coming o Narembeen. 
Thanks for entertaining us on Monday.  

NOTICE OF AGM – NAREMBEEN VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE 

The AGM for the Narembeen Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade will be held 

on Friday 29 September 2023 at the Emergency Services Facility, 

Latham Road, Narembeen commencing at 4.00pm.  
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PLEASE NOTE: The Fence Post volunteers respectfully ask that to avoid upsets and or embarrassment, family 

and loved ones should please notify The Fence Post of any change of circumstance that may effect the Birthday/

Anniversaries page published. Please advise specific dates to simplify the editing process. Contact details are on 

the front cover page of The Fence Post. 

SEPTEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 

27th Stephanie Smith Maxine (Thomas) Miolini Tamara Addicoat 

 Lorraine Lethlean  Sherryl (Lethlean)Bow Erica Addicoat 

 Todd Federici Vanessa Hackett  

28th Sue Smith   

29th Anne McNamara Tammy Best Mykl Piccoli 

 Vanessa Welsh Kellie Mortimore  

30th Angela Gardiner(Johns) Roger Padfield Tricia Butcher (Hill) 

 Gordon Hill   

    

1st Madison Noble   

2nd Kerry Fricker Sara Fuller Lenny Cole 

3rd    

4th Mary Rogerson Maddison Slade(Parsons)  

30th Robert & Robyn Bailey 

1st David & Dianne Pollard Scott & Heather Nicol(Ogilvie) 

2nd Chris & Jodie (Hall) Batty  

3rd Gary & Mary Johns   

OCTOBER 

OCTOBER 
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ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN 

Sunday 1st October 2023 

9.30am 

Exodus Chapter 17 –Verses 1-7 

Phillippens Chapter 2-Verses 1-13 

Mathew Chapter 21– Verses 23-32 

Reader—Kerry Fricker 

Psalm 78 

CHURCH NOTICES 

 

Seventh-day Adventist 

105 Church Rd, Mt Walker 

 

  Please note - 
Church will be closed this week only 

 
 

Any queries please contact: 
Terry Ashmore 0427 907 119 

Pastor Ben Townson 0403 053 288 
 
 

Finally: Don’t think theBible is dry on the inside 
because it is dusty on the outside! 

 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

Mass Service only on the 2nd and 4th week  

of each month 

No service this week 

 

Contact: R Hickey 0428 132 454 

J Cusack 0408 064 727 

Cleaning October J. Cusack 

Email: brucerockparish@gmail.com 

FaceBook: Francis Mary Concepta Sacrament 

 

Church of Christ   
   

  Thursday 28th Sept 7:30 pm 
 

Bible study at W&L Milner’s place 
Word for the evening - purity 

 
Sunday 1st Oct 10.00am 

 
Worship service with Sunday school during the 

service 
 
 

Bible verse: Psalm 34:4 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 

he delivered me from all my fears. 

mailto:brucerockparish@gmail.com


37 

The Fence Post       27th September  2023 



The Fence Post        27th  September  2023 

38  

COMING EVENTS 
September 2023   

Wednesday 27th    

    

 Thursday 28th Autumn Club   10.00am-2.00pm 

  Mens’s Shed  9.00 

    

Friday 29th Playgroup at Numbats Centre  9.30am 

    

Saturday 30th Church  

  Men’s  Shed 9.00am 

  AFL Grand Final  

  Bowls busy bee 8.00am 

October  2023   

Sunday 1st Church  

  LIONS Paper-Pick-Up  

  BOWLS—MENS OPENING DAY (names in by 10) 1.00pm 

  NB TENNIS—OPENING DAY  

 Monday 2nd Circuit Gym  9.30am 

  Arts and Crafts and Book Exchange at Community Shed 10.00am-4.00pm 

    

 Tuesday 3rd Senior Citizens 2.00pm 

  LIONS Club Meeting  

    

    
Collingwood Fan in Heaven 

A Collingwood fan dies on match day and goes to heaven in his Collingwood jumper. He knocks on the old pearly 

gates and out walks St Peter in a Brisbane Lions scarf. 

"Hello, mate," says St Peter, "I'm sorry, no Collingwood fans in heaven.  " What?" exclaims the man, astonished. 

"You heard. No Collingwood fans." 

"But, but, but, I've been a good man," replies the Collingwood supporter. 

"Oh, really?" says St Peter. "What have you done then?" 

"Well," says the guy, "three weeks before I died, I gave 20 bucks to the starving children in Africa." 

"Oh," says St Peter. "Anything else?" 

"Well, two weeks before I died, I also gave 20 bucks to the homeless. 

"Hmmm. Anything else?" 

"Yeah. A week before I died, I gave 20 bucks to the Albanian orphans. "Okay," says St Peter, "you wait here a minute 

while I have a word with the governor." 

Ten minutes pass before St Peter returns. He looks the bloke in the eye and says, "I've had a word with God and he 

agrees with me. 

Here's your sixty bucks back, now rack off." 
Editor:   Maxine Miolini 


