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THE FENCE POST INC 

PO Box 7, Narembeen, WA. 6369                                                                                                

Ph: (08) 9064 7055 

fencepost@westnet.com.au 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 8.30am - 12.00pm 

* DEADLINE 10.30 AM TUESDAY * 

News items or payments may be left at the front desk of the CRC  

when the Fence Post office is closed. 

Advertising Rates 2023 

     B&W  Colour      B&W  Colour 

Small ads up to ¼ Page $10  $15   One Third Page $15  $25 

One half Page   $20  $30   Two Thirds Page $25  $40 

Full Page    $35  $55 

PREFERRED FORMAT– JPG, WORD, PUBLISHER OR PDF 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 2023  

DUE 1st March 

Local & Online  $66 

Mailing   $110  

Online payments:  BSB 306-026  Account 543 1678 

EDITORS 

Maxine Miolini (Editor-in-Chief), Jodie Batty, Gina DeLuis, Sherrie Heather,  

Lorraine Lethlean, Kellie Mortimore 

ROSTER 

 

 

 

 

The Fence Post is a weekly (45 weeks of the year) voluntary publication in A4, printed mainly in black and white, the email 

edition is in colour. The newspaper is printed by our local CRC on a Wednesday. There are no summer holiday editions. 

Advertisements received by email will be invoiced to that address. 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in articles in this newspaper are not necessarily the views of the Editor or other volunteers who produce 
this newspaper. The Editor has the right to withhold, edit or abbreviate any items. 

- Life Member of The Fencepost   IRIS BRISTOW - 

Date Editor Typist Ads 

25/4/2023 K. Mortimore   
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Our Local Hero 

Ash Hunter -- our hero. 

 In 2021, one of Ash’s closest friends’ 14-month-old daughter Mia Starr, was 

diagnosed with NF-1, a condition that causes tumoursto grow on her nerve endings. 

Her tumour has covered her optic pathway, leaving her blind and a gruelling treatment 

plan of 70 weeks of chemo, a Hickman line and shunts because of hydrocephalus. 

In a group chat, Ash’s friends mentioned they had signed up for the London 

Marathon to run in aid of Mia. So, Ash wanting to help, joined the challenge! To raise 

money for Young Lives with Cancer. 

Ash has not been a runner so this was a massive promise that she has kept. The 

Marathon is in April and Ash leaves on the 18th to head to the UK to run 42kms! What 

a commitment- training all through summer. The Narembeen community has been 

right behind her -though not running. Sometimes on bikes or just checking on her 

progress as she went on a running programme that started with a 1 km run.! She has 

now finished her training and the longest last run was 32kms. Apparently, you just 

trust on sheer determination to do those extra 10kms on the day. Ash obviously has 

plenty of that. 

On her last run, last week, she was welcomed on the final lap by the whole 

Narembeen School lining the street, clapping, cheering and holding posters. As she ran 

the last 100 metres, they all took off after her to run it with her. Chris Arnold 

(Principal) was hoping that they would come back! 

As a result of this incredible commitment of endurance Ash has been 

interviewed by the ABC Radio, GWN and The Farmer’s Weekly. She had aimed to raise 

$3500 for the cause and it now stands at $6507. If this story touches your heart and 

you wish to help Ash raise more- go to  

JustGiving  

Ashleigh Hunter 

2023 London Marathon for our little Starr 

 The Narembeen community salutes you Ash, wishes you success and hopes 

little Mia may improve. We send you on your way with our love and best 

wishes. 

Go Ash! 
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Grain Brokers Australia Weekly Market Report 
April 18, 2023 

US winter wheat woes worsen… 
Winter wheat harvest prospects in the United States this season are declining rapidly as the drought condi-
tions that have gripped the Southern Plains wheat belt for much of the past two years continue to deplete soil 
moisture reserves and erode yield potential in crucial production states.  
Wheat markets are generally sensitive to late freezes at this time of year, but it will matter for little if crop-
saving rains fail to arrive in the coming weeks and provide essential relief to extremely stressed plants. Sus-
ceptibility to diseases such as crown rot, stripe rust and wheat streak mosaic virus, or attack by pests such as 
aphids and mites also increase when the plant is stressed. While some districts have received scattered 
showers this month, much more is needed to turn the situation around, and there is very little in the current 
forecast to excite growers. 
US crop ratings reported by National Agricultural Statistics Service early last week pegged national winter wheat 
conditions for the week ending April 9 at 27 per cent good-to-excellent, against 28 per cent a week earlier and 
32 per cent a year earlier. The 1 per cent decrease week-on-week puts the ratings equal to the worst on record 
for early April. The ratings cover 18 selected states, accounting for 88 per cent of the area planted last autumn. 
Farmers across Kansas, the biggest winter wheat-producing state, which generally accounts for around 25 per 
cent of US production, face the biggest challenge. The crop rating came in at just 13 per cent good-to-
excellent compared to 34 per cent at the same time last year. The only state with a worse rating is Idaho, with 
a good-to-excellent rating of 10 per cent, but it only accounts for around 2 per cent of the total planted area. At 
the other end of the scale, 61 per cent of the Kansas winter wheat crop falls into the poor and very poor crop 
rating categories, against 32 per cent on April 10 last year.  
The drought monitor data released last week shows that 43.5 per cent of Kansas is experiencing the most se-
vere drought rating of “exceptional” as of April 11. A further 12.8 per cent falls into the extreme drought cate-
gory, and 12.9 per cent is experiencing severe drought. Collectively, that means that more than 69 per cent of 
the state is rated severe drought or worse, with only a pocket in the northeast of the state, which accounts for 
12 per cent of the land mass, under no drought declaration. 
While wheat is a resilient plant, consecutive drought years have completely depleted soil moisture reserves 
across the state. As the crop emerges from dormancy, it is critical that the plant has immediate access to 
moisture to recommence the growing process. Last year there was some subsoil moisture for plants to access 
if they had an established root system, but this year the entire profile across much of Kansas is bone dry. 
In the prospective planting report released by the USDA on March 31, Kansas accounted for 21.6 per cent of 
the total winter wheat area. Second and third on that list were Texas and Oklahoma, with 17.9 per cent and 
12.3 per cent, respectively, for a three-state total of 51.8 per cent of the area planted to winter wheat in the US 
this season. The big problem here is that both these states are suffering the same fate as Kansas. 
In Texas, the good-to-excellent area came in at 17 per cent, but this was actually ten percentage points higher 
than the same week in 2022. The poor and very poor rated area was 47 per cent on April 9 compared to 79 per 
cent a year earlier. Three Texas counties had their driest March on record. The situation is so dire in the Texas 
panhandle that many farmers are already calling this season’s crop a complete failure. What wheat did emerge 
in the autumn had very poor root establishment due to lack of moisture, and it was then hit by freezing tempera-
tures over the winter.  
While the state’s drought status is better than Kansas, last year’s extreme drought left very little in the soil mois-
ture tank, especially in the key winter wheat counties. Last week’s drought monitor data put the exceptional, ex-
treme and severe drought areas at 4.1, 16.2 and 37.6 per cent of the state, respectively, for a total of 57.9 per 
cent. 
The crop ratings in Oklahoma tell an eerily similar story, with 20 per cent of the planted area rated good-to-
excellent compared to 29 per cent 12 months ago. The poor to very poor rated area is up significantly from 33 
per cent on April 10 last year to 46 per cent on April 9 this year. 
Although drought conditions have improved across the state in recent weeks, the panhandle and north-
western Oklahoma remain in exceptional or extreme drought. The drought monitor data put 48.6 per cent of 
the state in severe drought or worse. Most western counties have not received rain for more than 40 days, 
and parts of the panhandle county of Texas have gone almost eight months without precipitation. 
Despite the 13 per cent increase in US winter wheat planting this season, production is likely to be lower than 
last year. The damage has definitely been done at the top end of the yield curve in many regions, and a sub-
stantial change in the weather pattern is required to salvage an average crop nationally. 
While it is only two months until harvest, it is far too early to put a figure on winter wheat abandonment. How-
ever, with poor crop establishment in the autumn followed by a hot, dry and windy spring, it is probably fair to 
say that it will be much higher than usual.   
The fate of the winter wheat area is sure to engage the spring wheat market. The US needs to ensure that all of 
the 4.28 million hectares of intended plantings, or 21.2 per cent of the total US wheat area, actually get seeded 
over the next few months. It is very early days for the spring wheat program, but the poor winter wheat produc-
tion outlook puts added pressure on the key states of North Dakota, Montana and Minnesota to plant and pro-
duce this season. 
Call your local Grain Brokers Australia representative on 1300 946 544 to discuss your grain marketing needs. 

https://www.grainbrokers.com.au/
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A good way to start…… 

Footy was back for the Hawks on Saturday as the boys travelled up to Merredin to start the year with a 

contest against the Cats. Burracoppin are a club that continues to build from some tough years not all that 

long ago. The Cats have found their feet again as they have become not only well run off the field but high-

ly competitive on it. It promised to be a tough start to the year.  

With only six members of their 2022 premiership side the Ressies were a bit short to start with. The Burra 

boys were kind enough to rustle up a couple of players for the Ressies and they got away with an eighteen-

on-eighteen contest. Despite being down on numbers and experience the boys started well and were high-

ly competitive throughout. 

Baden Kennedy led a diligent midfield with his insatiable appetite to win contested footy. He set a tone 

which the others were keen to follow throughout the day. Kennedy’s example was followed by many but 

no one more closely than Stephen Cummins. Cummins, 17, played a centre half back and in the ruck and 

worked hard all day. His ability to win the ball in the air and then on the ground shows glimpses of a bright 

future. 

Only a couple of goals down at three quarter time the Ressies couldn’t quite make the most of their last 

turn with the breeze. Having to win the game from behind and into the breeze 

with one quarter to go was always going to be tough. The numbers and fresh 

legs eventually wore the boys down and they would come second by six goals.  

Burracoppin   8-2  50     Hawks        2-4    16 

Best: Cummins, Kennedy, Poultney, L.Brown, J.Brown 

The main game started with expectation high in front of what was a handy crowd. After what had been a 

successful and exacting preseason the Hawks were keen to get into the real stuff. Which showed in the way 

they started.  

The midfield was quick to get on top as big Jake Solomon showed his class as a tap ruckman and an influ-

ence around the ground. At the bog boys’ feet, a midfield led by Connor Spinks showed size and pace as 

they spread their opposition out. Spinks was good in the contest and impressive in his ball use. He was ably 

assisted early on by new Hawks Nick Winters and Tom Baldwin who both got more of the footy the further 

things went.  

With such a dominant midfield the Hawks forward line looked to make the most of their control. Jayden 

Hooper had a day out at fully forward as he led well to good supply and also showed an ability to take a 

strong contested mark. Hooper would kick seven and give away at least three in a dominant display.  Dave 

Mortimore enjoyed being in front of the ball as well with four goals and Cody Duncan kicked three.  

After the long break it was clear the Hawks had the Cats in the bag, so the focus moved to how well they 

were playing. A big picture view took in the contributions from across the board. Ressies premiership play-

ers Rhi Green, Nikau Brown and Cooper Sprigg all contributed strongly and looked at home at the higher 

level while debutant Chey Barrett showed his eagerness for a contest with some bone jarring tackles.  

Hawks    21-13  139       Burracoppin      3-8         26 

Best: C.Spinks, J.Solomon, J.Hooper, M.Miolini, T.Baldwin, H.Spinks 

It was a good start to with signs of what promises to be another strong and enjoyable season at the Hawks.  
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The Gmeiner 10 

Once again the big boys are starting to roll out their lists of who they think are the best in the big 

competition. They get paid the big bucks to spend hours and hours pouring over vision and giving 

their opinion out. Half their luck! We don’t quite have the budget for that here at UEDFLP so we just 

told the nearest old bloke we could find to give us his opinion. 

So here is the Gmeiner 10. The Gmeiner 10 is a list of the top ten locally based footballers in the EDFL 

competition according to this old bloke we found. The decision, so he says, is made up of careful con-

sideration of how these players performed in the previous season and how he feels that they should 

be rated as a whole. Hopefully this article will incite one of the great things about footy, healthy de-

bate. 

10. Sam Hooper 

Although injury has curtailed him for a while over the last couple of years, Hooper is still one of the 

best players in the competition. Sam has a ferocious willingness to compete once the siren goes and 

brings a lot to the table when he does. He is deceptively tall, genuinely quick and such a hard match 

up where ever he plays. Guys like Sam are what a club can build a side around.   

9. Dane Stephen 

Stephen is of a similar ilk to the guy listed at number ten. He is still the talisman of the Bombers and 

has held them on his shoulders more than once. A calm but at times brutal player Dane runs in 

straight lines and has a change of gear that really sets him in the top echelon of the competition, no 

matter who has been recruited in. Like Sam, Dane is the kind of guy that a club can build a side 

around.  

8. James Kennedy 

Now settled back in town, Kennedy has been arguably Narembeen’s most important player in their 

resurgence. Simply because he hits the scoreboard. The smallest key forward in the history of the 

competition, James has this work rate that sets him apart from many and this ability to play so much 

taller than he is that he is hard to stop. If he gets a mismatch forward of the footy, he will continue to 

hurt sides who show him scant respect.  

7. Trent James 

TJ smacked me in the back once. Right in the middle, while I was umpiring. Says he got pushed, I’m 

not so sure. Think I just annoyed him too much. This is why I admire him so much though. TJ has this 

ferocious appetite for the contest that he is vital to the Saints. His competitiveness gets him to more 

contests than most and his ability to move out of congestion is a weapon. Trent is a very good player 

and if the Saints are to achieve the three peat, they need him badly.  
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6. Codan Daddow 

Although rumours are that he is more permanently in Perth now I have to fit Daddow in this year. Only 

recently out of school, Codan had a bit of a breakout year in 2022 which culminated in getting a run in the 

WAFL Colts gf. In the EDFL he showed pace, smarts and skill that made him perhaps the most dangerous of 

the rising Cats midfield early in the season. He has this wonderful ability to stay balanced under pressure, 

like all good players do. He’s got a bright future in front of him.   

5. Alex James 

James showed his absolute class last year. Coming off an acl and returning in the late rounds of the sea-

son, he could have bene forgiven for being a bit off the pace, or even not playing until 2023. Such is his 

obvious love for the footy club through that was probably never in his mind. Aj returned and then not only 

coached his side to a flag from third but he won the Cosgrove while doing so. James has long been a won-

derful player and remains so.  

4. Josh Bootsma 

Bootsma is a freak. Plus, I don’t think we have since the best of him yet. The sound the ball makes when it 

hits his foot sets him apart from most in the competition. He is a big bastard and athletic to a fault. His 

time at higher levels shows how good he is and we have seen that in glimpses over his couple of years in 

the competition. He just looks to be settling himself, I wonder if 2023 might see him show how settled he 

is.  

3. Lachlan Mouritz   

Clubs need leaders, they need a talisman that everyone would walk into fire with. Lachlan is that man for 

the Saints. He remains ridiculously quick and is of that athletic build that makes him almost impossible to 

match up on. He breaks lines for the Saints but also works back to defend. Lauchlan remains a very good 

player who may just be moving into his prime.  

2. Tully Biglin 

Tully is a jet. That’s probably all I need to write. He’s a bit like Mouritz in that he could really play any-

where. He’s big in the midfield and uses the ball well. I’ve seen him play key back with great effect. He is a 

leader who the players seem to really admire and who the club will need as they move forward.  

Ben Doyle  

Doesn’t say much Benny, does he! Doesn’t have to though when you play footy like he does. The big mid-

fielder is so hard to find and so hard to stop in a competition where size is so rare and so vital. As I have 

written before, Doyle has this amazing ability to go from on the ground to on his feet running away with 

the ball before anyone can stop him. He works hard and is good over his head. Has another big year last 

year and if the Tigers get rolling he could really rip the competition a new one. He is the best player in the 

competition  

So, there you have it. The best ten locally based footballers in the competition. Your 

thoughts?  
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 

A group of 10 made up our attendance on Monday at our monthly meeting. The main topic for 

discussion was the Old Church restoration. Although this is nearing completion, there are a few issues 

still ongoing. Being a heritage listed building it is not a straightforward process to effect the necessary 

works but we are getting there. All members are very enthusiastic about this project and are aware 

that it has been worth the wait. The garden on the west side will alleviate water run off to the next 

property. The big task for us will be the return of exhibits when the restoration is complete. It is only 6 

years to the centenary of this building so it is pleasing that work has occurred at this point in the life of 

the building. Richard Keane has completed work on one engine from the machinery museum and will 

continue to assist us for which we are very grateful. A donation of a Narembeen District Class photo of 

Year 4 in 1997 was passed on by the CRC. Wilkinson Family members will visit in May and travel to the 

area where the family farmed at Mt Walker. Hazel Toovey recalled that she remembered the family 

coming to her familiy’s home to visit so it will be wonderful to reunite her with Beatrice, the younger 

Wilkinson daughter. Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 15th at 2pm at the History Centre. 

‘Yesterday is History, Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift ….and that is why we call it THE PRESENT.’ 
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Month April 

Month 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

 

19th Bruce Parsons Clancy Jones  

 Sheldon Miller Jessica Lines Parris Murphy 

20th Terry Chrisp Craig Kennedy  

21st Brett Sprigg Amy Western  

 Eugene Hapeta Payton Vaughan  

22nd Tracey McWilliam Steve Bailey Peter Menegola 

23rd Daniel Mortimore   

24th Dennis Wanless Kobi Lyon Baye Stewart 

25th Sam Lopez Todd Hall Hendy Cowan 

26th 

Denise Cooper

(Gould) Ian Ball  

19th Alan & Sylvia Yandle Peter & Margaret Romaior 
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CHURCH NOTICES 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
 

105 Church Road, Mt. Walker 
 

Saturday 22nd April 2023 
 

All most welcome. 
 

10:00am Combined Adult Bible Study 
Children’s Program (at the same time) 
 
11:30am Combined Worship Service 
 
Speaker Pastor Ben 
 
Any queries please contact: 
 
Terry Ashmore 0427 907 119 
 
Pastor Ben Townson 0403 053 288 

 

 

 

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN 

Sunday 23rd April 2023 

Acts: Chapter 2—V 14a & V 36-41 

1 Peter: Chapter 1—V 13-25 

Luke: Chapter 2—V 13-35 

Psalm 116 

Readers: Doreen Bookham 

Barbara Schwartz  

 

Church of Christ   

   

  Thursday 20th April 7:30pm 

Bible study at A&W Van Dyk’s place  

 

Sunday 23rd April 2023 10:00 am 

Worship service with Sunday School 

during the service 

 

Bible verse: Proverbs 15:1 

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a 

harsh word stirs up anger. 

 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT  

 

Sunday 23rd April 

10AM 

Reader: S Kerse & J Cusack 

Cleaner: R Hickey 
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Editor:   Maxine Miolini 

COMING EVENTS 

 

April 2023   
Wednesday 19th Seniors Gym 9.30am 

  Ladies Golf Opening Day Ambrose, 

 E Bailey & N Thomas (Memorial) Trophy 

 

 

    

 Thursday 20th Men’s Shed 9.00am 

    

  Autumn Club 10.00am-2.00pm 

    

Friday 21th Darts: Wizards v Jets, BK v Magpies, MC Sharks v Royals  

    

    

Saturday 22nd Church   

  Men’s Community Shed 9.00am 

  Netball: NSG v CR 9:30, B NB v CR 10:30, A2 NB v CR 12:00  

  JNR NB v CR 1:30 A1 NB v CR 3:00  

  Football: NB v CR  

  Hockey: JNR NB v CR 10:15, B  NB v CR 12:00, A NB v CR 1:30  

  Mens: NB v CR 3:00  

Sunday 23rd Church  

  MT W Golf: Sweepstakes  

  NB Golf: Mens S/Ford P. Wanless Trophy: Ladies: Par  

    

 Monday 24th Circuit Gym 9.30am 

    

  Arts and Crafts and Book Exchange at Community Shed 10.00am-4.00pm 

    

    

 Tuesday 25th Senior Citizens 2.00pm 

  ANZAC DAY  

    

    

Wednesday 26th Seniors Gym 10.30am 

  Ladies Golf: S/Ford C Currie Trophy  

    


